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hetermes upon whichC brift 
will be followed. | 


neceſſary conlideration for 
em that otherwiſe would bee apt 


to take up Rel3g50» upon truſt, and 


only keep company with C uz 1-9 T 
a while for faſbion ſake. 
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Hzt LEN PItRSON, 


@SIVEB Of deare, and 
\ W 2 ! 
INV 18 moſt worthy 


to bee moſt 


' 1 remember 4 
peech which aiverſe yeares a 
gee, fell from you, peradven- 
ture then but caſually : when 
looking upon a booke that was 
Dedicated by a Sonne to his 
Mother, you ſaid, you did 
hope one day 18 ſee the like 
| from mee, It way bee your 


as 


Pp adeare, Mother,| - 


IS EE OE 


| A 3 words 
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© The Epiſtle 


words were then more if 
greeable tO your de ue 
then your expetation : 
you fee them in ſome ſort ful. #h 
filled now, This only « th") 
difference, that what he publi ( 
ſhed was penned by himſelfe, | 
1but that which 1 preſent youſ® 
with, © no otherwiſe mine," 
than it was yours before,bein;'"* 
part of the fruit of the labur; 
of wy reverend Father yu{* 
former husvand: which being 
by you, with the reſt of hip v 
pers, reſerved for my uſe : i 
now at Laff come to my haut 
by the much lamented dtath 
of your late reverend Hus 
band Maſter Tho, Pierſon 
Two ſuch Husbands and 
Fathers few women and their 
| ſonnes have. 1 ſhould eſteem 
«. ye not 4 little happineſſe, H 


| Wy might \e. 


Dedicatory. * 
ie] be 4 meants 10 adde but 
e thes credis to their me- 

es, that you did comfort 
their laves. For the for- | 
y, the penne-man of this | 


tile Treatiſe,toexpatiate in | 
6s praiſes would bee neither 
ewely for mee who ans his 
we,vor ſeaſonable now when 
eady be hath had his reſt in | 
beſe fours and thirtie 


ures 4 upward,nor ſutable | 


vthe propertion of (6 ſmall a | 
"ala 66 whic Lonerts | 
Wu ſceme too large an tn. 
rance, For the Treatiſe ts || 
lfe, ſuch 4s it ts 1 received it \| 
om y0u,4nd retnrne it to you || 


md thorough your hands \| 
ſeommend it to the uſe of all 


hem that-defrre to bee Chri-\\. 
|Wfians, in an earneſt, not in\ 
0rd and tongue only , but in \) 
? "Mw deed " 


_ — — — — — 
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'| The Epiſtle, &c, 


deed and truth. So bumbi | 
(raving what 1 know , 1 
have your daily prayers fo 
blefings upon me and min, 
Treſt thoagh much uoworthy, 

| yet moſt deſiroms to be fiil, 


Tour every way obſervant 
and obedient Soune, 
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Luke 9g. 23, 


And bee ſaidunte them 
If any man will come af- 
7 mee, let him'deny him- 


Ife, and take up bis hd 
uyly, and EIDT me. 


uch as «followed rh thar 
b the' 


e conditions 


the rime.drew necr: whe 
\ MS53 np oy 


reto he was ſol. 
into we world; 2nd th 4 
L hee ſhould © ſuffer ma 
things, asreproofes, {ll ! 
ders, ——_— of thi h 
4 Elders, and chiefe gore, c 
nours of his people,andt 
the High Prieſts, whid " 
| challenged to themſelige, 
the chiefe rulein Gov 
| Chorch,and of the Scribe 
chat tooke upon them t y 
teach andinſtrutt Gor. 
people is the truth ; ye 
that they. would notlean} 
him til they had his bloud, 
and had {lainc him, ſite 4 
| downe: this thipg ; to be 
noted of all ſuch, as ha 
| made rofeſſion of him, 'N 
that if ithey would go 


4 | 
aitel 


hich isin very deedcs| 
Saviour Jeckwad.,the 
| leſſon, thet 


d 7 follow _ Fury 
D: to be aC 

is (ls nee gatr? inberite 
- pardon. 


ule,/if\he have any-wit 

| -coiiman;.ianſe with 
m7 will.caftowih. higm- 
fo; ind make account 


ke tacoſt him andawhat 
| things thereto necefſa- 


rewery one | 
flearwe,,. that hath dtter-. | 


of - heaven. | 
H.45 a'manthardeter- | 
h ro! Build him an | 


ith the moſt;-rwharitis | 


b 2 rily 


_ ——— — 


Cm — 
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The condition; © 


rily appertaining will 
him in, that ſo he may; ” 
derſtand, whether his a... 
liry will-ſtretch ſo fare, 
to bring it to paſſe, |, 
otherwiſe he be enforg. 
| to leave off that which 

| hath.begunne, and ob 
mocked, as a foole, off, 
that ſee-his doings. Fl }, 
faich our Saviour, Het, 
meaneth, : and hath ful 

| purpoſed in his heart, if 
| become a Chriſtian, anc 
inherit the. kingdome 
heaven, muſt firit (ith 
 downe, and caſt his x 
Count, what@willlyc i ld 
1n;that knowing the pic 

| hee-may fee,  whertherbaY 
| may attaine it, or no ; 1}. 
not -knowing the matte," 
| hee:give over inthe mid 


| 
— ? [22440009 = 
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histravell, and be con. | 

nned fora foole and ig- 
xantperſon.' |. 7: | 
his kingdome of hea- 
1isa houfe, farrepaſſing | 
worldly poſlcflions || 
arſoever, a pearle,more | 
cious than the whole 

vid beſides : there is no 
0, which hath heard of 
, but would bee deft- | 
$ toatraine it, andeve:- |. 
ne, that would bee cal- | 
| a Chriſtianman, hatb | 
olved to- purchale it : 
, for want of know- || 
lee, there are many , 
ch having begunne to 
ud,” have given over} 
hen they ſaw how great 
matter-it was, and whar| 
e price was, that it|' 
ould coſt them, ere they | 
ww _ 


* | 


| » Conditi 005 » 


.had ended. This can 
then burbea neceſlary \ ny 
ſon for us all, which ha. 
this purpoſe to folloſl. 
| Chriſt, robe with him, 

live with him: this is; 
{| firſt leflon, as I ſaid, Yi 
Chrif's Schook: name; 
to know the ſumme of 
charges, what it willl 
us in, if wee will attai 
rchis pearle, our Savic 
| deliyereth 1t unto us bri 
ly,that wenecd not labt 
ro ſearch ir out : for fi 
hath taughc us all thing 
which are neceſſary for, 
ro know. "18 & thithts 
hee, that will follow Chri 
muft deny himſelfe, taken 
| his Groſſe dayly, and folk 


im. 
Hethat will follow Chriþ 


"oe 


—_ 


of Ch YR ty. | 


bc his Diſciple, his ſer- 
Wic, and ſo wich him to 
one in joy, with God 
Father; theſe -two | 
ings are heceſſarily re- 
Wired of him, without 
Which hee cannot atraine 
Wis eſtate : Firſt, heemuſt 
y himſelfe : Secondly, 
WM muſt be content rotake | 
W his Croſſe willingly , 
d beare ir, not for a day; | 
a yeare,but cont inually, 
dd for ever, and ſo follow 
Sin. 
He that will beconten- | 
dro doe thus, him Chriſt 
11 delight in,him he will 
make an'inheritourin hea-! 
en With him, he ſhall en- 
er into the joy of his 
did, and and bee made 
partaker of all the bleſ- 
as b 4 fings 


The conditions 


bo 
(ings; which Gop na Wir 
prepared in heaven (Kd 
luchaslove him. an 
An excellenr pearle thiffap! 
is, deare brethren, and | 
great valew, a wotth&l| 
houſe, and of high price 
but ic will coſt us allthMhy 
e 

b 


ever we haveto buy it,a 
the coſt to build it will be 
aS much, as all we haye 
mounteth unto. Nt 
conſider with your ow 
hearts what todoe ; wit 
ther you will play the wif; 
{ Merchants, or ao : widht. 
ther doe as wile builderſyi 
or as fooliſh perſon: a 
What thing ſo happy folfhis 
you, as to follow ChriltYy] 
ro inherite the kingdom of 


ſ 
ur 


heaven, and thoſe etern 


joyes, which heart cannot Y 
thiake 


Vhioke, nor -haye ever en- 
(Fd into themindof-any 
an, .to bee bleſſed, and 

| appy for evermore®: 1 
ff [ willnet eadeavourto | 
Wl! you the excellency of 
m,.: that ſhall follow}. 
brif.: my tongue'cannot | 
er ir, .the rogue of any. 

n is butthetongue of a | 
be to tell you thele | 
ings : a ſmalltaſtthere- 
in our-ſoules will en-/ 
ne-vs, with 2 longing | 
ter it-; one glimpſether- | 
is ſuficienttoraviſh us, 
th a deſtre of - it; Our 
aviour, in word, telleth | 
us Diſciples, asking him, | 
yhat they ſhall'have, that | 
ave left all; and followed | 
um; #hat-they ſhell partict- 
ate with him in hu foue-. 
by raigne* 


Id 


. 
- 


Is j 
; . 
Mut.192 F 


_ 
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my in bith 
95. FITC ft on thrones,lj 
{ Princes, ' and” Tudge 
1 twelve tribes of Iſrael, 
ſhall bee made Kings, mt 
earth, oy earthly things, 


. lof heaven + yee ſhall jud 


| very CHngels themſthoy 
as Pars. xeacheth. T 

{chiong, which wee ſee: 
oreareſt-in this _ 
| bee aK1 ja Tt | 
| which Ze eaters bde 
1 defired in this life: that,ant 
farre greater, ſhall cve 


Zebeazes Children, bar « 
very oneof us,thar follo! 

| Chriſt, ſhall ſit-on bisrigh 
hand, in his beaventy king: 
| deave, 


By: 


_—e to i —— 


_—— La — — 


1 rhe rribes' of Iſrael, yea, f* 


one of thera have tha: 
follow Cu & 1 s r: oof 


; Fhriialitty. 


| Butletusſee,what'von” | 
/F dition is required, of them 


ceeding glory, what the 
pricethereof is, and what 
wee muſt Jay out, if wee 
will atcaine it. Twothipgs 
Wl crit requireth : Firſt y#har 
wee ſhonld deny onr ſelves - 
that is, utterly. tO renounce 
whatſoever is naturally n' 
us,  whether-it appertaine 
to our wit, or khowletige, 


our »caffeRtions, )'aRions, | 

deeds and practices; For | 

our owne wit,notto credit 
[it,ro-refuſe our own coun-. 
({ell,to renounce what ficſh | 
14nd /bloud. putteth in dur 


derſtand nothing,but what 


chat muſt come to.this ex-' | © 


or.. whether, -it belang. to! 


heads, ahd to bee rcoment | 
to know nothing, toun+ } 


Chri# 


Pc I Wy 


— 


The conditions Y 


'| Chrifs hath ravghe us, and; 
willed 'usto know. Which 'w 
' Saint Paul declareth, whaWey : 
he ſaith, that, if avy willy 
wiſe, the onely way i tokÞ 
come 4 foole, a fooletotheſal 
world, a foole to fleſhandiChe 
bloud; a fooke to all, chaſe 
| have-notſubmirted rhem-Yhe 
ſelves to Chrifs ; this: the 
way to be wile, this isthe We 
firſt ſteppe,which we mult 
make in following Chriſ, 
{ The firſtthing, when wee: 
.comeinto Chriſts Schoole, Wu: 
that wee muſt tread upon, Wl 
| is our owne necke; || 
| Ahardicſlon, dearebre-|if; 
thren, for fleſh and bloud;|f 
| which naturally is puffed | 
| up with aſelfe-liking of it || 
| ſelfe, and of, thoſe things, | 
| which belong to-it: which| 


1s | | 


{ſþs the cauſe indeed, the (o 1 Car, 


. 


tw wiſe, fo few noble, fo | 


ew mbghty, are called to fol- 
'Sw-Chrift:: for that they 
We hardly brought to rhis 
e, to-deny and defie 
Whemlelves, to account of 
Wicir wiſedome- as folly, 
cir ſtrengeh} weakenefle, 
cir nobility baſcnefle 3ro | 
iecmec allthings4nthem, | 
| x ro- winnc 


F 
* " 


# þ 


paſſe, to deny-allthars in 
us,to lay even our cfownes 
at Chriſts feet, wecanadct 
follow bim. Neither muſ 
| wee onelpdeny our know- 
ledge; wity and underſtan- 


I | « 261 $0). 44 
And yet; ſoit is,"that 
until we be brought tovhis [ 


Tofu | 


- 


ding, to learne, and know | 


"HZ Abs 


_ what "Chriſt hath 


raught 


es 


| 


/ A 


Re — 
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— Tibocondition 


| caught us ; but we muta 
{d deny our owne deeds 
ſuch thoughts, and work 


unto. For, hee, that nil 


| 4s he is boly : for, what fl 
lowſhip can there be betwix) 
light and darkneſſe ? Chrif, 
and the ſonnes of Belidl? 
| wicked. and. ungodly per. 
ſons, and. our Saviour 
|Chrit? Cantwo walker 
gether « except they bit 4 
wee? :By nacure wee are] 
all finners., our; hearts arc 
feronficſhly luſts, and un. 

y deeds; which God! 
 hateth; andhis ſoulc hath] 
ao pleaſurein: and all fin- 
ners are his enemies, whom| 
his ſoule hatech. Where: 
fore, till ſach time, as wet 


have 


as wee are naturally piyer 


follow Chri##, muſt be hu, 


41” 


_ =” | 


—= > oo o0 
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"of Chriftanty. bi 

| have denied theſe un godly 
luſts , and narurall ran.” 
Moreffors, whereinwewalk, | 
ven from our birth, we are } 
Y cnemiesro God ;; andthers- | 
ff fore, being not agreed, and, 
Ml made friends, wee' 'cannot 
walke together with'God, 
we cannot follow Chriſt. 
Wherefoge Saint: ob tel: | 1 Toh. 1.6.1 


[led us,6bar whoſoever faith, | © *" 
| that _ pe with 


jor walketh ih dad 

his owne way , ht lyeth; 
s notruth tn him; For yome- 
can folop Cunts'r, bit | 
| hte, "that bath denyed. Fr 
ſelfe,, forgone his wicked | 
lite, which natutally heis 
inclined to, and 1$becomhe 
anew Creature: 

| Here 3. 


mw - | _ 


EE. 


Col. 3+,5- | aur; 


F mr 


| Here we may mark,that 
Our Saviour biddeth us dam 
our ſelves. Hee ſaithna, 
| deny.ungodly workes,, de 
| ay- the wiledome of the 
1 fleſh; though he meaneth, 
[as hath. becne ſaid, ſuch| 
things; but deny ou| 
ſelves; ro.ſhew unto us the| 
| great corruption, whichis 
IN. Qur,,nature, #het wee wy 
| x0t only ſunfull, but even fin 
it ſelfe, as it were, this bo. 
|dy. of wee muſt ae} 
5s. $0' Saint Pawl| 
{ calleth chem our mem-| 
| bers. Mortifie your earth. 
| ty: membexs. Io which} 
purpoſc alſothe Scripture| 
ſpeakerth; when. ic ſaith) 
1hat we are not only fickin| 
ſonmes and rreſpaſſes., or 
' wounded, or maymed, but 


ever | 


CO" 


The conditions | 


R—/ 


"of Chriſtianity. = 


power, and ability rodoc 
chat, which G-o »- liketh, | 
»Mthendead-men to performe 
theaRions of this life. And 
our Saviour Chrilt tea- 
'"Mcheth, that it isthe power 
|Wofhis Goſpell, ro-raiſe,not 
ſuch,as are fallen,not fuch, 
Was are a f(leepe, bur even 
thoſe, that are dead, yea 
ſuch, as-are in thegraves,, 
lover whom death hath do- | 
minion, who are buryed,as | 
dead men,inſins and tran(- 
f|grcffions. Which alſo-the 
holy. Prophets acknow- | 
ledged, when David pray- 
th, not to-reforme, ora- 
mend, a$a thing; in which 
(ome ſmall}fauk was, but 
tocreate anew heart with- 
in him,toframe him again, 
and 


hk 


Xn dead : of ' no: more | © 


| loh..5.25 
ab 


—__— 


af 


{ and Caſt him, as it were, in A 


OC. _—_— ts. om 


1 rruth and life, Hee ſaith, 


| dead men. in the graves. 


The conditions © 


2 new mould. Creattin mf? 
« Cleane heart, 0 Lord, and 
renew 4 right ſpirit within 


"I; 

f you aske of me,hoy 
can this be This is an 
hard ſpeech, that weeare 
dead, that we can doeno-| 
thing : to what purpoſe] 
then is Gods word prez JW" 
ched to us ? Why areweeliſ' 
commanded to ſerve God, ſh! 
to follow Chriſt 7 If wet 
be dead, we cannot doeit: 
it 1$ in vaine to command 
any ſuch thing. Nay, G4 
forbid we ſhould ſo think. 
Our Saviours words bee 


( 
| 


his Goſpell is preached, 
even to them that are as 


Fires = 


Phridliant 4 


[And how then? Is that to 
any purpoſe * Yeaſure;for 


thereof 15 ſuch, that they 


hall heare, which are in | 


their graves. \ We be dead 
Fin finnes, notable romove 


Wone whit to any good| 


Whiog ; yer is the Goſpell 
Wpreached ro us, &c. that 
Wit will quicken us,it will re- 
vive, and ſet us on our feer, 
Wii will raiſe us from the 


us anew, to ſerve God,and 
walke in his Commande- 


MCcnts., 
Which Point the Lord 


2athering together of his 
Church, hee ſaith, 3 will 


/ bee ſaith, that thepower | 


(deach of finae, andcreate | 


openeth in the Prophet | 
Ezekiel, (peaking of the} 


NE, ms 46 


give them one heart, and put 


a new | 


th. 
— CM 


* The conditions 


IN" 4: new ſpirit within their 
" | bowels, 1 will takethe fam 
heart out of their bodyes,and 
I will give them an heart « 
fleſh, that they may walke in 
my atutes; andthey ſhall be 
my people, and 1 wil be thei 
| God. Hee ſheweth, what 
wee are by nature, what 
metall- wee are made of, 
| ſtones-; the workman, that 
doth this great feat,is God, 
I willtake tbe flony heart ont 
of their bodyes. Man can 
make new faces, Hypo- 
crites canalter their coun. 
renances, but it is GoD 
alone, that maketh' new 
hearts, There is, with 
each one of us, a heart of 
Kone : is it then any mar- 
vell, though we be beaten 
Upon, never {o hard, that 
we 


— 


_—_ 


if Chrifliazity. 


bee caſt; nev 
ron it gr 


hh oy 


|MGll, never ſooft, thatwee 
frutifie not? Why, our 
heart is. of ſtone, -- which 
beateth 'backe the ſtroake, 
and will not-yecld, it is 2 
rocke, on which the ſeed 
cannot take root, a hard 
= into which the hard 
pes "cannot. 'PICIce. 
And how ſhall wee doe * | 
the ground, which recci- 
wee the : raine, 'and brin- 
geth | not forth. fruit, is 
curſed, and ſhall beobur- 
_ 0d: alone} .deere 
l C22 Nippeus up, 
andpulupthis tony heart, 
and acetal iran heart of 


| 


(= thedew of heaven. 


o ye yceld nor? oy ah 5 4bÞ 


| 


, 


"that | 


LO OY 


flcth, The onely hammer, | 


Heb. 6.7 
7,8 


—_C_ A —— 


ſer83-29/] 4hat breaketh this Sene,z the Þ | 
| | word of Ged : mherefore,ue 
| mailwillingly (uffer it the! 
ſtrikes hall, thauK' 
may be bruiſed: : Theradsf 


If,n16. 3. 


| Gods powes, (4s it is called 

[the ?/alme,) if # ſtrikethe| 
; recke, the waters ſhall guſk| | 

| out of it, .Bur before this, 
our heart is ſtone, which |F** 


eannot yecld, which'can- |". 

not -bee — uatoward, | 

nothing fir wichout pr 

| fation;not fired berdubts: 
ic cannotbee mended, wee | 
muſt needs havea new. 1t| 
—_— _ mertall, " | 
thing: fit for: this purpoſe;| 
Sens. 4 bee taken away; 

Ite away, and. another! 

ort of -matter pur in'place; 

If we will follow Chriſt, 
wee muſt renounce, cven 

Our ſelves. The | = 


—— 


Mt; = Chral 199 / oh 


. The ſecond generall | 
101 5, the talupg wall 


ur Croſſe, we mult rake ie | | 


I;.i51not 2 -badge-of 


riſtians, To have, ry 


cole on their backes, for | 


e wicked alſobave very | 


| nay : but the difference is | 
his,che wicked have crol- | 

es layd on their backes, 
bich they beare, but a- 
inſt their wills: thegod. 
that follow Chuiſt, bave | 
ef up their Croſſes, thar | 

s, have willingly ſubmig- 
ed chemſelvesthereuatar 


wild and unruly haele, 


hich is ro be braken,bea- 
&h his rider.on his backe; 
but it"is; againſt his will; 


nee Riggerh, and. runngth, | 
and chafeth, by in vaine, | 


bed tooks nat vp his rider, 


_ but | 


© 


5 


, Ss 
x- = 


tha. mt. As Mt be 
——_——— 


a Te 


+ * 


= 
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* burbearethhim againſt his 
I-will-- -Sois it withtheur 
| godly, they are often i 


w——_ 


} and adverfit , they hav: 


| rhey ſhakethem off, if the) 


jzUSs© his kingdome» 


misfortune, and trouble 


many *crofles on theirac 
backes, but faine would 
In 
 conld; bur all in vane: 
the godly have ſtoopedÞ 
downe, and taken up ther 
Croſle,and patiently carry 
it, becauſe they know, ts 
Gods appointment, {0 t0 
exerciſe althoſe,whom i 
| meancth ro make inher-i 


| e nameof Crofſen} 
"this place, as in diverſeo 
thers of the New 

wient; is uſed, for any mile 
ry, trouble, afflition,'d- 


ſtrefſe, vexation,of body, 
I Ol 


_———__— 
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"ormind, which it pleaſeth 
0 d, to ſend upon his 
Children: which, becauſe it 

$diverſe,and not afrer one 


ch one, to take np his 
wne Croſſe; Go Þ ha- 
ing layd this on one, that 
n another, according to 
15 Mercy, and wiſcdoime ; 
zhich diſpoſeth, as plea- 
«h him, of them : on 
ome hee layetha lighter, 
decauſe he knoweth their 
Frcaknefle,and being faith- 
full, will not tempt them 
above their ſtrength ; on 
others a heavier, to whom 
hee hath given a greater 
meaſure of patience, rand 
endurance, But whatſo- 
ever it bee, whether (mall 
or great, light or heavy,we 


Mot, Chriſt commandeth | 


Cc muſt 


4 
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The conditions 


- | muſt becontentto ſuſtaine 
its 

The name of Croſſe is 
not uſed, without great 
cauſe, in this, and the like, 
places. The death of thi 
Croſſe was a puniſhment 
| not only moſt painfull,buſſh,, 
 moſtignominious alſo,a 
| full of all ſhame, and re 
| proach: and ſo muchth; 
more, among the Iewes ſh, 
for that he was pronoun: 
ced accurſed, by Goo: 
jowne mouth, that came; 
{ro this death. TheGal- 
| lowes among us is ſhame- 
{ full, as you know, andtoff 
| bee hanged, wee count ity, 
commonly a dogs death:$j 
but this cannot bee in ſuch 
contempt, as was tht 
Crofle, which,.by Go» # 

owne 
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mouth, brought a | 
Frocvery onethathan- | 
5m on it. And,ſo much 
t@more, was the ſhame of 
Sn, that ſo dyed , for 
they were enforced,as 
Eyangeliſts, and other 
'Wohane writers teach, to 
ry it on their backes, 
Wick they ſhould preſent- 
Jbc hanged upon. For, 
Were we read, that Simon 
Bl Cyrene was enforced, to 
: the Croſſe, which our 
our dyed on, it was, 
Fthat he, being wearyed, 
Kweakened, with pai 
Klorrowes,did himſelfe, 
en hee was inthe way, 
Rat under it, not ableto 
ir any longer. Wher- 
e, when Chriſttalkerh 
e of a Crofle, which 
c23 every: 


The conditions 


| every one muſt rakeup 


| prepare themſelves, for 
molt grievous, and m 


ſhametull, and contempiF# 


ous dealing, which | 
world could deviſcagai 
them, So that wee m 
bee content, to-{uſtaine 

riefes, miſcries, lolle 
riends, of gouds, bani 
ment, impriſonment, to 
{landered, envied, bely 
evil ſpoken of, reproact 
ina word, to endure, wl 


| the naughtineſle, and nf 


| lice of all the world, c 
deviſe againſt us, even 
the very death. For thi 
to take up our Crole, tl 


at, if wee will build « 
| houſe ;the precious pet 
W 


is meant, that they ſho 


| is the charge wee multdY 


— — 


1 C( 
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arc 
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"Þcoſt not a whit lefle. 
\Jgaine,when all our af- 
Fions, which God ſen- 
bus, are called croſles, 
& to ourgreat comfort, 
awe ſee, that whatſo- 
.#rwe endure,for Chriſts 
Bt and his Goſpell, wee 
Fcrucifted,as it were,that 
Fcommunicatewith him 
fering, and thar, after 
, Chriſt beareth this 
_ . For ſuch 
ilowſhip, an a 
bere. = WIXt Cette 
d, and ;his ſervants the 


mbers, that when they 


ter, hee ſuffereth with 
m : Paul perſecuted 
m, and therefore perſe- 
ted him : and ſozEtrow, 
nt Pax! himſclfe after- 
ards calleth his ſufferings 

C3 - Civifs. 
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Chrifs, Now tulfill Got 
my fleſh the reſt of theſſif / 
fictions of Cu x 1eav 
Hee hath ſuffered perfeFhoi 
to redeeme us, but the (had 
fering of tryal,and progſher, 
hee endureth in his mer 
bers,partaking with theſe«t 
all their puniſhments, # 
 aMictions are Crofles, hw) 
that, when wee arcinaWe: 
| calamity, for Gods ca 

let us call ro minde, 

this is our Crofle, andt 


it NON onry harbeo ration 
«as waso wws a aA%Av | pas 


" 
b 
remembring,that Chrilif®! 
in our company,to part by 
with us thereof. JD 
found ſuch goodneſſe | 
Naows her motherin La 
that, when ſhee was toc 

part out of Heat, whey © 
Ruth was borne, agÞ 
brougY_ 


Chriflient 


Krought up, intothe land 
e | Hoae 


efleave her, in any caſe, 
0 hough her liſter in Law 
(Fadceturned, but requeſted | 


Wreat mee wot, ſaith ſhee, to 


Yum thee ; for whither thou 
wht, 1 will goe, where thou 
weleſft,1 will dwel, thy peo. 

all bee my people, thy 
6d my God, where thou dy- 
!, will 1 dye, and there will 


me,and morealſo,if ou 

but 4p EL ” ther 
Did the curteſte, which 
Naomi had ſhewed her 
daughter in law, ſotye her 
heartunto her,that ſhe was 
content, toleave her owne 


people, and her fathers | . 


be buryed - — - | 


[, Ruth would not | 


her, not to will her ſo. 1»- | 


ave thee, weither to depart t- 


t# 


b- c4 houſe, 


a 
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| houſe, and her gods,to gofff 
[into a ſtrange land, to 
ſtrange people, yea t 
{weare ſolemnly, that nolff 
thing, but death , ſhoul 
depart them 2 What coul 
Naomi do for Ruth ? a wolf 
__ 4 man, a widdow, deprive 
of her husband, and chil® 
dren, now not Naomi W! 
{ beautifull, but Harahb,bitf 
rer, to whom Go Þ hac 
oven much bitternes 
whom hee had humbled 
and brought into adverfi 
ty, whom he had loaded 
with an heavy Croſlet yet 
would not Ruth leave her, 
(hee would take up her 
Crofle, and follow her,till 
death ſhould depart them, 
Oh that faithfull ſoule, 
which hath taken ſuch de- 
light 


az , 
[i] #d, ,, F » 


oht in Chriſt, as to love 
1m,. 4s Ruth did Ngom, | 
hat forſaketh- father, and 
nother, wife,and children, 
the world, to goe after 
hriſt, who intreateth us,, 
ot to leave him,nor to de- 
vart from him, but willeth 
sto follow him ! O hap- 
y man, that hathſaid in 
is heart, Lord Jeſws which: 
ar (weer, and in whom is- 
o bitterneſſe, whole love 
s pleaſanter than Wine, 
thou call eſt me afterthee: 
Iraw mee, good Lond, 
and I will runne after thee : 
thou biddeſt mee take-up 
ny Crofle, ſee, Lon »,| 
lam ready, I rejoyceinall 
adverſity, I thinke my felfe, 
nappy, that I ſuffer for thy 
names {ake,I will not leave | 


_—_ 


C5 thee 
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thee, O Lon b, nor « 
\ part from thee, whithy 
thou goeſt, will I goe, 
into baniſhment, 1 le; 
mine owne Country,if infl\" 
to priſon, I refuſe alllibed| 
ty, if into reproach, a 
 reviling,l give my cheeks 
to the ſcorners, where thi 
_— b __ dwell, i 
e my people, th 
ns God, tbe Eordd 
10 me, and morealſo, if tri 
' bulation, or anguiſh,or perſe 
 (uli0n, 87 famine, or nake 
| neſſe, or perill, or the ſword 
-þyea if death it ſelfe depart 
| ehee andre? Death mu 
| depart Ruth and Naomi, 
death cannot depart us and 
Caxr1sr; Nay, where 
their comfort ended, there 
dothours begin : for death 


joyneth 


ht... ee 


\ M joyneth us moſt neere to 


ch]! Chriſt : ittakeththe Crolle | 
from our ſhoulders, and |: 


Ce, 
exrfl| ſertcth a Crowne on our 
F if heads. It maketh an-end 
def[of all the love of this 


world: manand wife, that | 
are one fleſh, are but tyed | 


till death come ; death un- 


ſouleis ryed to Chriſt ; for 
this death. maketh moſt # 
lure, which never ſhall bee 


the name of - Crofle. is | 
meant, alkafMiction, which | 
[0 layeth on us, for our 


tryall, and that this name 
iS uſed, ro teach us,thar we | 


paine, or ſhame ſoever ir 
| bee, and that in it Chriſt | 


doeth all knots, . bur. this, | 
wherewith the faithful! |, 


loofed. Ye ſee then,that by | 


muſt endure ir, how full of f 


[ : doth, þ, _ 


a— 


— 


— 
- 


doth after 
with us. 
Now it followeth, in| 
our Saviours words, let 
him take up hi Croſſe daily 
and follow mee. Take it up? 
when 2 or how long ? dai- 
ly. Thisis not added, by 
our Saviour, without juſt 
cauſe : for ſuch is our 
blindnefle,and overthwarr. 
nefle, in ſuch things as God 
| commandeth us, that wee 
ſeeke for ſtarting holes, to 
thrinke out at, and either 
make doubt of the matter, 
or,moft commonly, define 
of our ſelves, what fence 
the chings muſt beare, 


in queſtion. So, our Sa- 
viour, having taught his 


Diſciples, and inthem us, 


+8, 4 7 ( 
A 


a ſort, partake I, 


which it pleaſerh usto call |' 


7110 


; 
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0 forgive our brethren, if 
y offend, or treſpafſe a- 
20ſt us, as Wee pray our 
jeavenly Father, to for- 
ive US; Peter, in whom 
et fleſh and bloud, and the 
viſdome therof remained, 


none was, what our Savi- 
vurs meaning ſhould' bee, 
when he commanded him 
to forgive his brother, 
lod, ſaith hee, thou haſt 


taught mee, to forgive my | 


brother, but thou haſt not 
told me how oft : we muſt 
know that too: how ofc 
muſt I ſo-doe » what, till 
leaven times © muſt I doe 
lit ſooft £ Our Saviour an- 
lwereth, -1 ſay not to thee, 


ſeven times, but ſeventy} 


limes ſeven times : ſooft, 
as 


em. 


naketk. a doubt , where | 


iD. Atb __ 
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as hee can offend thee, (; 
oft,muſt thou forgive hic 
| Was itnota ſtrange matt 
that Pefer ſhould makeſuc 
| 2 doubt, who was taugh 

to pray, forgive us ou 

cas, as wee forgive 
them,that treſpaſſe again 
us ? would Peter aske,ho 
oft G 0 Þ ſhould forgive? 
What ſeven times *: By 
ſo ignorant, and blinde are 
we, till God have opened 
our eyes. T his was a thing, 
which fleſhand bloud had 
revealed to Peter, that he: 
muſt forgive his brother 
' ſeaven times. Wherefore} 
our Saviour, to remove 
ſuch a queſtion, as might 
| bee made, Lord, thou haſt) 
-commanded us, to take up| 


' our croſſes, and follow 
| thee: 


| Chri/tianity. 


thee, when muſt wee doe 
ic? when muſt we begin 2 
how long muſt wee hold 
on? when mult wee lay it 
downe ? what in our age ? 
when our ſtrengthis ſpent? 
for ſeaven dayes © ora} 
yeare? Nay, our Saviour 
hath limited out the terme, 
dayly, every day, there is | 
no vacation : theterme for 
this exerciſe endeth with 
this life, 
This then- is another 
thing diligently to be no- 
ted, for there are many, 
that fault herein, Chrift 


a. MM. —_ 


preſent life defireth ; bur 


may have all the world ro |. 
follow him, if i were to-| 
ate bread, to bee ſatisfied | 
with ſuch things, as this | 


not ſo many, when they 
 heare,, 


et. AM 


_— — 
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heare,thar they muſt carry (Wall 
a Crofle on their ſhoul- | 

ders. Yea many there are, 
that would bee content, to 
take up their Crofle too, 
and ſo goe with him: but] 
chey would have leave for 
a while, to bid their kin: 
folkes farewell, to take 
leave of their Parents, 'or 
ro bury.their Fathers, yea 
ſome, that have without 
delay forſakenall, and fol- 
lowed. him, that in the 
midſt of their journey 
have fainted. Some, that 
have layd their hands: to 
this plough, but not whol- 
ly regarding, what they[ 
had in hand, have looked 
backe to other matters,and} 
become. unworthy of the 


kingdome. of God. Theſe 
all 


——— 


Yi! were fooliſh builders, 


- [chat had not made a per. 


—— —— 


fet account of their char- 
25, Wherefore, we muſt 
-» this with us, for one 
part of ourreckoning; that 
che Croſſe, which we talked 
of, muſt be taken up every 
day. We arenot for Chriſts 
company, if to day we be 
content to Carry his Croſſe, 
but not to morrow : for ei- 
ther ever, or never. Wee 


have therfore hereto note, 
that in this life, the chil- 
dren of God, are not to 
looke for any reſt, but that, 
as one day followeth ano- 
ther, and one night ano. 
ther, ſo one Crofle or cala- 
mity muſtaccompany ano- 
ther. Then, that wee muſt 
be prepared to conſtancy, 


and 
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and perſeverance, to ſettle 
ourſelves,and be reſolved, 
| unmoveable in this point, 
whatſoever, whenſoever, 
how off {oever, it pleaſerh' 
God to lay his Croſſe on 
us,to beare it willingly,and 
follow him. 

Such was the eſtate of 
Gods Children, yea of | 
Chriſt himſelfe, ro whom 
it behoveth us, in this 
point, to bee made confor- 
mable. This was the cauſe, 
that moved 1acob to an- 
| fwer Pharaoh, demanding 
his age, few and evill, ſaith 
he, arethe dayes of thy ſer- 
want, ſmall in xumber, and | 
continuance , full of evill,\ \ 
full of troubles, calamities,| | 
and croſſes. Andſo might | | 
lacob well ſay : for of the| | 

Sh hundred 


| 


| 


4," _—_— _ 
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of his Pilgrimage , how 
many dayes paſſed hee, 
without ſorrow and trou- 


wombe, before he ſaw the 
hee was yer borne, ſtrove 
with him, or,as ſame read, 


hurt him. Afterwards , 


Children were ableto dil- 
cerne their right hand from 


[their left. hee abode the 


malice of his brother, 
whoſe nature and diſpoſi. 


his: he a plaine, ſimple,in- 
nocent, harmeleſle thing, 
abiding at home, his bro- 
ther a jolly hunter, a man 
of the field, and fierce 


wood- 


———..—_—_— 


[hundred and thirty yeares 


ble * Nay inhismothers 


light, hee was at watre, in | 
trouble : his brother, ere | 


from the time, that the} 


tion was quite contrary to | 


4 


J 


The conditions | 
wood man. But,when he 
had loft his birch-right, 

and fathers bleffing, depri- 

'ved of both by his bro- 

ther, no marvell, if the 
fire, which bred in the 
womb burſt outto a flame, 
if he vowed,thar whenthe 
dayes of mourning for his 
Father Iſaac were comeg;he 
would kill his brother 14- 
cob. Then was it time for 
him to flye, being forced 
to leave his old blind Fa- 
| ther,. now ready to yeeld 
up the ghoſt, and deare and 
kind mother, that loved } 
him no lefle, then her own 
ſoule.. But leave them he 
mult,if he wil ſave his life; 
his mother conſelleth him, 
to run to her brother, his 
Vncle Laban, and there to 


abide, | 


—_—_—— 
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abide, till his brothers 
wrath were allwaged. So 
hee partethi from his Pa- 
rents forward on his jour- 
ney: by the way,he reſteth 
his weary limbes on the 
round, and under his head 
or a pillow, hath he layd 
an hard ſtone : but, even 
then God commethto him, 
comforteth, him, promi- 
ſeth him, and his ſeed a | 
mighty increaſe. Atlength 


he commeth to Haray, and | 
is entertained of his Vncle | 
Labas ; but as a ſervant, in ' 
his oy noccupation,which | 
hee had beene taught : La- | 
ban promiſeth him wages | 
for his trayell, and ſohee | 
bindeth himſelfe prentiſc, | 
for ſeven yeares. His 

wages was Rachel, for 


whom | 
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whom hee ſerved Teaven 
yeares, and although, be- 
cauſe heeloved her, it ſee. | 
med but a little while to 
tum, yer endured hee no | 
ſmall trouble, the hear of 
the day, and cold of the 
night ; and that which paſ- 
ſed all, hee was couſened 
and beguiled of his Wife, 
when his terme was ended, 
ſo rhat hee was faine to 
ſerveſeven yeares morefor 
| her againe. What ſhould 
| ; Oppo up unto you, the 
diſcourtefies, and hard 
countenancesof his Yncle, 
and father in law, the envy 
and grudging of his Wives 
brethren, the often chan- 


of his wages? yet, 
= all theſe croſles , 


hs 0 D s blefling was with | 
: _ him, 


| 


_ of Chrifttanity, 
lim, and he encreaſed ex- 
zeding. At laſt, hee fled 
rom Laban , not taking 


aye of him; for which 


mſued him, and had cer- 
zinely done him ſome c- 
jill, had nor God forbad 
tim expreſly. Well, ir 
pleaſed G o », that his 
teart was changed, and 
they departed friends: bur, 
# ſooner eſcaped hee this 


wertaken with a greater. 
for he mceteth with Z/as 
this deadly enemie, accom- 
panied with no leſle, than 
foure hundred men. No 
[marvaile, if now hee were 


|zfraid, left the day-were 
|come, when he,his Wives, 
land Children ſhould bee 


auſe Laban was wrath, & | 


fare, bur, behold, hee was | 


deſtroyed | , 
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deſtroyed at once: but Godlfl:- 
had mercy on him, turned" 
the hard heart of Eſas,and®l. 
ſoftned it. Hee runneth calf 
| meet his brother , fallet 
on his necke, kifſerh him, 
and weepeth with hin 
Being ſo rid from hin, 
hee commeth inro CaxaanWl 
and dwelleth among the 
Shechemites: but alas,what 
ſorrow, and priefe ſuſtai 
| ned hee there? to ſee his 
daughter raviſhed, and his 
{onnes commit that hor- 
rible and cruell murther, 
| by their falſhood and 
naughty dealing, upon all I, 
the poore Shechemites: yea 
Iacob was in feare, leſt the 
Canaanites would have ri- 
| ſen up againſt him, andVſ 
flaine both him and all his 
| houſe. 


i, IR 
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Whouſe» It were toolong, 
Mo ſtand upon the for. 
wes, and reckon up all 
hecroſſes, which he after 
uſtained, which yer the: 
Huly Ghoſt hath, for our: 
atrution , layd out at 
we. Whatagriefe, that } 
bn the eldeſt , ſhould 
KMclimbe up into his Fathers 
"Wocd, and defile it © whata 
kath, to loſe Teſeph, and 
have him, as his Sonnes 
Wade him believe, torne 
"Yu pieces of wildebeaſts * 
| What care, and penſive- 
Fle, to provide in the 
preat famine, for his great 
Fouſehold 2 The griefe he 
Fibode, when Simeon was 
wept behinde in Egypt, 
ad hee "muſt part with 
Benjamin alſo, on whoſe 
d life? 


[OI 


- | life his depended, Gexe/Mo 
Ae verſe 59s We 

| through all theſe, Go 
delivereth him, and Wl 
{ length brought him ind 


Zgypt, and reſtored hi 
to his ſonne. | But, yc 
{ſee _ what a wor 
| of miſery hee paſſed the 
rough, how many cro 
hee carryed, with what p 
tience hee endured, w 
12 good end Go Þ put 
{them all, and how juſt 
hee might ſay to Pharw 
that the dayes of his pil: 
erimage were but few 
number,' bur full of evil 
and ſorrowes. e 
| Now what hathbeeallh 
ſaid of -I[ratd, 'may b( [| 
| ſcene true in all his ſeed 
; - aromas gates + t 
; OX 
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Mov that this is the badge, 
| cogniſance of all Gods 
hildren, of all ſuch, as 
low Cunt sr, dai- 

W to beare a Croſſe: The 

Wcipture is nothing elſe, | 

as it were, a tragedy 
al the. Crofles, which 

We godly have dayly en- 
red, anda plaine demon- 
tion of Saint - Pauls 
xch,thet all that will live 
y, muit ſuffer perſecs- 


WW: 2 Tims 4}. Verſe 12. 
whoſorver will follow 
Winisr, | weſt deny 
wſclfe, and take bis Croſſe 
wh, aud follow Him, 
ke muſt therefore hold 
Wit unto the end, if . wee 
lll bee ſaved; whichthe 
aMmmanaementc requi- 
Weth of us, and the reward, 
d2 for 


forms wr un <A rt: 


— 
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| for the performance, a1 
puniſhment for the trar 
ogreffion thereof,doe wit 
all neceſſarily enforce 
unto. 
This is the eauſe, w 
_ - the Church of Thyatir 
' 4 commanded, -t0 hold ih 
fil Cnx1rs r come, kh 
| 2s werſe 25. Why we {7 
{all enjoyned to-centir 
_ not to _ in wi 
oinge Why 4 Cro 
f, promiſed to thoſe , 
ſtrive manſully , Iames 
| verſe 12. Hee wbleſſedt 
enaureth : wee muſt bee} 
ent wite the Lox 
pv. 41 the Huſba 
| man waiteth for the preci 
fruit of the earth, andh 
long patience for it , ul 
| hee recetve the firit = 


— _ —_S_WfTu 


a 
It 


Y 
p 


Wiience, for wee ſhall 


C. 


W, in good time: a 
wt more precious, than 


"Wt of the carth, ſuch glad- 


kn LS 


C 4147: lauity 0 

y r4ine, Iames 5, werſe 
&c. The ſued of joy 

peace and all bappineſſe 

ſoven for the righteous : | 

; ſomen, it lycth hidun. 

r the earth , Pſalme 97, 


{ 11. wee mult. Exe 
| the fruit thereof in 


upe it., if wee faint 


uch joy 4s paſſeth 
- Ty A xo 
i wine, and ole w increa- 
, Pſalme 4, verſe 7. For 
s nothing to begin, un- 
lle wee "oartang And L 
Sthey that runne in a race, 
hough they ſet outnever' 
dluſtily, and runne never 
0 ſwiftly, yer reccivenot 


44 43 Ga} 


—Y 
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the reward, till they cor 

ro theend, but loofetht 
labour, and beat the ay 

if they faint inthe midlt, 
give over, before the 

{ come to the Gaole: ſo fi 
this Crowne of glo 
1though wee runne fort 
while, never ſo haſtily, y 

if we ſtay inthe midwa 
or leave before wecomer 
the end, wee looſe ourr 
ward. And not that oal 
bur our caſe will bee ſuc 
chat better it had beenefc 
us, never to have begunne 
then to have given ove 

V awiſe Galatians, that b 
gan in the ſpirit, and mad; 
an end inthe fleſh : Gal. 3 

, [verſe 3. that ranne well ai 
the ſetting out but were hi 

| dered, or they received thi 
price 


s Chr 


it, Galate- 5» 7. Fowle 

ine, that, when they are 

bed, returne ts their wal- 

ingin the myre, 2 Pet. 2. 

Worſe 22. Hee that i ju 
lt him be more juſt, he that 
pure let him be more pure, 

t that is holy let him bee 

e boly, Revelations 22. 
w/e 11, he that beareth 
hriſts Crofle to day, ler 
Min beare it alſo romor- 
ow, andevery day,or clſe 
were better, he had never 
layd hand to it, Hee thar 
tath layd his hand to the 
-Mlough, let his eyes looke 
Mlt!aight before to his fur- 
tow, and not looke backe 
toother things. 

Our Saviour biddethus 
lemember Lots Wife, Lnk. 
17. verſe 32. Lots Wife 

d 4 was 


LO OT 
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was brought out of $ 
dome, ſhe was commande 
not to lookebacketo tha 
wicked place : ſhee bega 


| Wo, 4.6 


! | 
ly tarned into a pillar 0 


well, and walked onwitl 
her face forwards, but 
held not on to the rac 
end, but in the \midſt loc 
ked back, and was preſent 


alt. 
TheLomx D, by th 
Prophet,maketh this com 


plaint againſt fat 


Ephraim, what ſha#l I doun 
tothee? O Inaah, how ſhah 
T intreat thee ? For your 
goodneſſe is 45 4 morning\ 
cloud, and as the morning | 
dew it goeth away. Gov| 
would,and hee knew how, | 
deale favourably with | 


them, but hee cannot ſhew 
them 


e229 


p hem any pitty, which bee 
«Mcoporizers,time-ſervers, | 


aMybich will ſerve him only | 
Mor a while: what 200d. | 
ſle is.in. them ? or to 
phat ſhall it bee likened * 
tis like, ſaith God, a mor- 
ting: cloud, which appea- 
kth for a while, but be. |} 
hold it vaniſherh, oras the 
lew,which inthe morning 
Mcovereth theearth, .. but 
_ the Sunne ariſeth, it |: 
tteth it ſelfe away; and 
veth no figne of irs pre- 
ace behiade. Such are 
they , which will follow 
Chriſt; and/beare his Croſſe, 
for a while : they _ 
nthemorning, beforethe | 
Sunariſe,but inthe heat of | 
the. day they appeare not : | 


when afflition, and the | 
x, oc. 


» 
L 
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heat thereof appeareth, 
they hidetheir heads, and 
get them into their lurking 
| holes. 

Ler us therefore confi. 
der, that the taking up, and 
dayly bearing of our 
Croſle, is not a thing of 
our owne voluntary will, 
to be undertaken, 'or omit- 
ted, but neceſſarily enjoy- 
ned by Chri,nottoa few, 
that would bee excellent, 
aud above their fellowes 
| but evento all, and every 
one, that would follow 
him, that would bee his 
Diſciple, that would bee a 
true Chriſtian, and that we 
continue herein, and not 
faint, andbee weary, orin 
any caſe moved from our 


ſanding: confidering,that 


even 


of Chriſtianity, 


© |evenſuch, as hee vouchſa- | 

df |fed to deliver from grear 

of |deſtruſtion, yer for not 
continuing,and holding on 


in that, which they had 
well begunne, are molt ſe- 
rx | verely puniſhed : that God 
ff |knoweth not, how to ſhew 
, Bf | mercy to ſuch,as are but as 
- ff | morning dew,and motning 


clouds, appearing for a 
while, "nd fadderly vant- | 


ſhing : but ratherlet us re- 
member, that mere 
of glory is propoled to 
ſuch, as fight lawtully,not 


ſuch, as cometothe end of 
the race, not to them, that 
Irunne well fora while, and 


ſhall receive the fruit of 
that peace, which is ſowen 


toſuch, as bear the ayre,to | 


ſo give over :: that ſuch | 


for 


—— 
— — 


ap oy [7 
for the juſt, that patiently 
endure the Lords leaſure : 
finally, that ſuch ſhall fol- 
low Chriſt, and bee fir 
for his company, as dayly 
rake vptheir Crofle,and as 
_ | irfoloweth, follow him, 


our, will come after mee, ket 
| him deny himſclfe, and take 
wp his Croſſe dayly, and fol- 
low me. 

Being thus prepared for 
the purpoſe, having re- 
+ nounced our ſelves, and all 
that is inus, and taken u 
our Croſſe on our ſhoul- 
| ders, wemuft, in Goo s 


_ "| Fox, astheSouldier prepa- 


;reth himſelfe, and buck- 


let h 


OO I en 


| 


If any man, ſaith our Savi- | 


'name and; feare take our | 
"voyage after our Savi- | 
' | our, and bleſſed Lo mx v. | 


| ' 


of Chriſianry, 


lech . his harnefſe about 
him, not therein to ſtay at 
home, or beſtow himſelfe 


but to joyne himſelfe to 
the army, and follow his 
Captaine 5 So, each true 
Chriſtian, and ſworne 
Souldier of Chriſt , muſt 
dee prepared, with his 
Croſſe on his ſhoulders, 
not to fir (till, or lye down 
under it, or totake what reſt 
le can, but hee muſt get up 
on his feet, and be going, 
ice muſtmarch on luſtily, 
and with a bold courage. 

And for that all this 


were tono end neither, ei- 


or to goe on, unlefle wee 


where to ſtay z wee are 
here 


ems 


W—_— —l— 


tbour his common buſines, } 


der to be under the Croſſe, | 


N—” * 
- 


| 


knew whither to goe, | 


| 


OO IIS. IA a4 : R 
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here taught, what ſteppes 
weare to tread which wa 

| to travell,and how to jour 
ney. For, if we ſhould tak 
a wrong way, what would 
it profit us, though weeſl| 
| made never ſo great haſt. 
Now indeed ſo many 
wayes there are, and by-f 
paths, and wee, like fimpleWW/ 
Sheepe, ſo cafe toItray, 
and miſſe the right way , 
chat we had necd have the 
way trod out before us,and 
bee well inftrued, which 
weſhould take. For, there 
is a broad way, which wee 
can hardly keepe us olit of, 
for many there are that 
walke in it, and it leadeth 
to death and deſtruction. 
There is a way, which is 
full of darknefſe, and men 


| loving 


—c__ — ——p_ 


of Chriflantty. 
Fiovng darkeneſſe more 


pan oo gt 
alke in it : x but, gf thr 
they want the light, 


 tumbleand fall in it. Yea, 
that which is worſt, there 
5a way,which ſeemeth to 
beethe right way, and the 
narrow way, and the light 
way ; but the end thereof 
leadeth to deſtrution. In 
a word, each man hath a 
way of his owne, which 
lcemeth to bee right in-his 
owne eyes, but is not ſo. | . 
Wherefore, need it was 
for ustoknow, ſeeing wee | 
are to bare a Crofle, and 
follow on, whom to fol- 
ow, which way totake. 
Whom then muſt wee | 
follow £ Our Saviour 
ſth, fallow me. We;jmuſt | | 
neither. 


#, 


— a 
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neither follow our owne 
wayes, nor any mans elle, 
| bur his alone, that here|F 
 ſpeaketh unto us. 7 heve 

 confidered my wayes, ſaith 
the Prophet, 4nd turned my | 
feet into. thy teftimonies ,[|| 
| Pſalme 119, ver. 59. The 
Prophet conſidered his || 
owne wayes, thoſe where- || 
inhee walked of himlelfe, || 
and whereinto hee was 
{lipt, by that corruption of | 
nature, which leadethus all 
aſtray, and confidering 
thereof,and of his duty to] | 
Go v, which had appoin- 

ted him to walke another| 
way, hee drew backe| 
his feet from that path ,| | 
and turned into the way of| 
Gods teſtimonies. .So| 


ready are wee to de- 
cline} 


of Crifiniy 


cline from following the 
right path, as heſaith al- 
ſoin the ſame Plalme ; Be- 
fore 1 was = 1 went 
fray : Verſe 67. thatis, 
foreI hadthe Crofle on 
| [my ſhoulders, I walked af. 
ter mine owne heatts luſt, 


1M} [and followednortthee. Or, 


{ |as ſome read it, before 1 
q [could ſpeake, I went a- 
ſtray ; even from minein- 
fancy, even from the 
womb, I have wandered 
and followed mine owne 
| | ſteppes. - Therefore, it is 

convenient for us, to call 
our wayes to remem- 
brance, it is good for us 
co bee afflited, that wee 
may learne whom to fol- 
| [low. Wee muſt then not 
follow our wayes, _ 
the 


— i .—_—_ 


[_ 


| becne, who becauſe they 


| in, and loſt their labour ? 
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the ys es of any 'man, 
but onely of Cu nts r 
our Sander, If then we 
will bee ſure not to wah- 
der, let usconfider whom 
we muſt follow, forthis is 
the thing, whereof wee 
muſt have a diligent re- 
gard. 

How many have there 


have not knowne the ne- 


—__— 


ment, have walked, and 
wandered i in by-paths, yea 
wearyed themſelves there- 


| for that they have follow- 
ed, either their owne 
wayes, or the wayes of 

| men; whereas, the onely 


way is Caun1esr, and 
who ſo follow not him R 


p _ 


ceſlity of this commande- | 


DER rhey 'F 


— ——_— 


I [chey ſtray, and are out of 


owne inventions to ſerve 
||Go Dd, their ownedeviles, 


outward holineſle of their 
* [owne imagination , what 


them, 
I |they follow him, 'or no: 
! [which if they doe not, let 


| |[ſhew, yet arethey moſt a- 


"op Chriftianity. 


their path. If then wee 
would know, what the 
will-worſhip of men, their 


and good meanings, their 


all theſe profit them; mark 
and ſee, whether theſe 
things have beene by 
CurisTr commanded 
whether thercin 


them have never ſo faire a 


bominable in G o Þ s 


fight; nay there is no- 
thing,which hisſoulemore 
| |abhorreth, then ſuch care, 


and diligence in doing chat, 
"al which | . 


—— 
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which hee hath not com- 
manded. What man,that' 
hath not learned this lef- 
ſon, but would commend 
the doing of King Sas/, 
and his zeale to Gods ſer- 
vice. Being commanded 
to fight againſt LHmalek, 
and to ſlay both Man and 
Woman, infant and ſuck- 
ling, Oxe and Sheepe, 
Camell and. Aﬀe; hee 
deſtroyeth,. as the Scrip- 
cure ſheweth, all chepeo- 
ple, onely the King of the 
LA malekites he took alive, 
and the berter Sheepe and 
the Oxen, the far beaſts, 
the Lambes heereferverth. 
TheLo mx Þ comes to Sa- 
 mucl, (aying, Ic repenterh 
me that I have made Savl 
King, for heturneth from 
me,} 


_— 


— c_ 
ti — 


0 a 

of Chrifiavity. 
avg and hath not perfor- 
med my Com ty 
he hath left following me, 
and is gone after his 
owne wayes. But what 
thiaketh Sav/? ſure, that 
hee had done marvellouſ- 
ly well : for, meeting 
| | with Samnecd, hee ſaluteth 
| | him, Bleſſed bee thou of the 
' | Loyd, 1 have fulfilled the 
Commandement of the Lord, 
See, I pray you, how ready 
he was <0 juſtifie himaſelfe: 
he wasina minde, that he 


| | well, * and no man could 
| | mend it: I have, Sir,ſaith 
| S«#l,fulfilled Gods Com- | 
mandemenc. Is it ſo, ſaith : 


then the bleating of the 
Sheepe in mine Cares, and 


| [had done marvellouſly | 


Samuel ? what meancth | - 


the! 


[OT 


_ 
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I] che lowing of the Oxen, 
4 that Theare? Sawlanſwers 
readily,they havebrought 
** ]rhemfrom the Amalekites, 
- Frhey areof thebeſt of the 
Sheepe, and the Oxen, and 
they will forſooth, ſacri- 
fice them to the Lord thy 
Gad': the remnant wee 
have deſtroyed. But $4- 
enucltelleth him,that here- | 
in hee hath done wickedly : 
he replyeth, and diſpureth 
outthe matter. Nay, it is 
not ſo, I have obeyed 
| Govps voyce, and have 
gone the way, which the 
. OR - 464 hows | 

rought Az, and have 

| deſtroyed AE enalahite : 

| the people indeed have ta- 
| ken of the chiefeſt things, 
| but it is to aa” 

t 


OO 


— 
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What harme is inthis *-Is 
itnota good meaning ? Is | 


it not to a good purpoſe e | 


commeth ir not of agood 
intent 2 Sure wee have o-' 
beyed the voyce of the. 
Lord. But Sammecl ſayd, 
hath the Lon » as great 
pleaſure in burnt offerings, 
and ſacrifices, as when his 
voyce is obeyed * 'evenſa- 
crifice it ſelfe is not accep- 
tableto G o v, unleſle his 
yoyce be obeycd,unlefle it 
bee his commandement, 
how fairea ſhew ſocver it 
make; though it bee a ſa- 
crifice, yea of the beſt of 
the Sheepe, yet it is dif-} 
pleaſant in his fight: forto 
|doeany thing in Gods (er- 


vice, but what he hath ap-| 


the!L 0'x D thy'Gov. ; 


| pointed, 
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© | pointed, to chooſe our 
owne waycs, and not only 
to-follow Cunt T, IS 


rebellion againſt his Maje- | 


ſtie, which is as the fGnne 


of witchcraft, this tran(- / 
greſſion- is wicked idola- | 


try. All ourgood intents, 
all our good meaning , 
| all our will-worſhip, and 
ſervice of our owneinven- 
tion, is Idolatry, nothing 


better, ſo farre from being | 


meritorious, ar acceptable 


|to Go». And why Ido- 


latry ? Even becauſe they 
make, and imagine to 
themſelves another G o »., 


then there is indeed : for ; 


they thinke they ſerve a 
| Go», that will bee plea- 
ſed with ſuch obedience as WW; 
they deviſe, and that _ þ 

ike' 


——— ———— Þ__ 


ike wharſoe 
ow ind 
20 ſuch God : for hee will 
Snly bee ſerved, but as hee 
| Wath commanded. Wher- 
| ore, while they thus think, 
jd chus doe, they imagine q 
Fo themlelves ſucha God, 
' 5 is not, and worſhip him- 
| ey know-not. The only 
fe rule therefore for vs, is 
| Fofollow Cun 2s r, not 
Fo walke in our own wayes, 
| x follow after men: for his- 
x heare _ ce, ad 


+ 
4x err —_ 
by our- Saviour limiteth 


il gem to follow, cven- 
m,.cven him alone, and 

ic but him... | 
- But if-ir be ſo, may you.}- 
| "1 W p08 guys 


| 
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. | mand the Corinthians t 
- | bee followers of him e pÞZ[ 
'Fyee followers of mee : an 
| walke as you have ws for a 
| example : and the Shes 
heards are commanded to go 
in and out before their flecke 
An eafie thing to unde 
| ſtand this. Paw? Jayeth c 
pen ehis meaning : follow 
mee, ſaith hee; but ho 
long 2 When © Even as 
follow Cauni1sr : { 
long follow me. If I tc} 
 alide, it is no warrant tc 
you: for Chriſt muſt yc 


onely follow, and mee, ſc 
long as I follow him. For 
as Souldiers arc ſaid onetc 
followattother, while the 
all follow their Captaine 
ſo may wee bee ſaid tool 
low Pax, or any ſervant off 


Chriſt 


of Chriſtianity. 


Chriſt, ſo long as they 
walke in Chriſts ſteps, and 
follow him, Bur, if, they | 
decline, beware how yee 
eMf| follow them. Were he as 
great aS Paul, that was yapt 
up into heaven, yea as an þ 
Angell fent downe from EY 
heaven, we have no warrant 
to follow him, any further, 
then he followeth Chrift, 
Moreover, when our Sa- If 
<Q viour biddeth us to follow } 1 
| him, he expreſſeth the duty 
good Capraine,who faith | 
not to his Souldiers, goe | 
ou, but come you,and tol. | 4K 
ow. mee, doe as you ſee of: 
| me doe; Irequireno other | 
thing of you, than I will my 
ſelfe bee content toabide. I | 
| | bid you not goe, but I bid 
you come on, and follow | * ne 
_— 


——_— 


Fr 


Inn 
—_ eee. et 
* 


Sheepe 
detly them, 


| ag #06 $06 4 


. FINIS 


%*" 


F 
bY Ks , 
” _ Y oy 
PE. Y — 
W Y - 
* . 0 . : 
- ” - 
ks % 
4 - an "4 %.. ” 
- 
« © £ 


5 
. Imprimatur. 
Thomas Weekes. 


rd) N 


